Abnormal fetal behaviour in first trimester spontaneous abortion.
The behaviour of 5 fetuses at 10 weeks of gestational age that later underwent a spontaneous abortion during the first trimester of pregnancy was compared to similar aged normal fetuses (n = 116). Marked abnormalities of behaviour were noted in three of the pregnancies that spontaneously aborted. These behavioural abnormalities were not identified in any of the pregnancies which continued to term. We conclude that fetal behaviour, which reflects the neural integrity of the individual, and thus fetal well-being, can be used during the first trimester to give an indication as to the viability of the on-going pregnancy.